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Q CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

(An Autonomous Organisation Under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

CBSE/ACAD/DS(MS)/2025 Date: 28.04.2025
Circular No: Acad-21/2025

All the Heads of Schools affiliated to CBSE
Subject: A Tribute to Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan —reg.
Dear Principal

Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, an eminent scientist, educator, and architect of modern
India’s education reforms left an indelible mark on the two critical pillars of India’s
growth: Space Exploration and Education. Born on October 24, 1940, in Ernakulam, Kerala,
Dr. Kasturirangan’s life was a testament to intellectual rigor, visionary leadership, and an
unwavering commitment to nation-building. As the architect of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, his contributions to education, driven by a vision for holistic, inclusive, and
forward-looking learning, have reshaped India’s educational landscape. Beyond his stellar
achievements in space science, Dr. Kasturirangan’s role in education policy formulation and
institutional leadership reflects his commitment to fostering knowledge and innovation for
national development.

In view of above, it is desired that our students, teachers and stakeholders should know
about him, and his contribution to the nation building as a role model. A two-page write-up
about Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan (in English and Hindi) alongwith a portrait is
enclosed. The same should be read out to all in the morning assembly of school on any day
of the week starting 28.04.2025. Subsequently, the students, teachers and all stakeholders
could offer tributes to his portrait. The write up may be translated in regional/ local Indian
language for wider accessibility.

With regards!

Dr. Praggya M Singh

Director (Academics)

Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions with a
request to disseminate the information to all the schools under their jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet
Singh Marg, New Delhi-16

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area,
Noida-201309

3. The Secretary, Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.

4. The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, New
Delhi-110001

5. The Chairman, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near Doordarshan
Kendra, PO Sainik School Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar, Odhisha-751005

6. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old
Secretariat, Delhi-110 054

7. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160017
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8. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim —737101

9. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar —791 111

10. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair — 744101

11. The Director of School Education, Ladakh, Room No0.101-102, Ground Floor, Council
Secretariat, Kurbathang, Kargil - Ladakh

12. The Director of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, 3™ Floor, B block, Anjaneya
Towers, VTPS Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta, Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh — 521 456

13. The Director, Jharkhand Education Project Council, Ranchi, Jharkhand

14. The Director, Sambhota Tibetan Schools Society (STSS), Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA), Dharamshala, HP

15. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A -Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO,
New Delhi-110001

16. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,
Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

17. The Director, Navy Education Society, Directorate of Naval Education, Naval
Headquarters, Ministry of Defence, West Block-V, RK Puram, Delhi — 110066

18. DS to Chairperson, CBSE

19. Secretary/ Controller of Examinations/ All Directors, CBSE

20. All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular
to all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions

21. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Under Secretary/ Assistant Secretary, CBSE

22. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE

23. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic Website

24. In-Charge, Library

25. Record File

Director (Academics)
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ST . PUMEnt FERRE AT ik Rien & &3 # ve grezil afqaa

&7 . PURATH! HERERTH, TP HeH axi-ie, Renfag ok enyfie HRd i e wifa
% RGOSR , 7 YR & &1 Heaqu &, 3fdier Sawur SR e gur, & oo siftre
B BIS!| 24 AR 1940 P I b TAHAH H STH 3T, HRRIIA DI Sita =1,
GRGRIAT 3R 7§ i & ufd sige ufiesdr 1 Ui 811 I8 fRian Hifd @ wh
2020 & T RIIHR & U T, 35 RI& &1 Te ¢ E0 d g &1 S o, fored
FHIARIE, TaRR 3R Ay = DH0r o) rerard foar man sfaier fagm & & &
YMER UK & T1Y- T e 3R I7 & TR & +ft 391 airem e g

RIS e 3R IS Ipwdn

ST, HIINTH A a1 fayfaemera @ wifaet T i & Ty fagm |rae ik AReR $iits
TR &1 TSI v #1 3R €. fashd IRIVTE & AnieRH § sgHemEe & Hifdd s
TANTRITE & 19 $d §U 1971 H YIRS I Soll @I a9 H Slaeie &1 Sund

TS 111994 ¥ 2003 TP SURI & T & ©0 H I Fs UAeNG THaan e
_OIeR Jedse Al RIPA(PSLY) BT Jhd Taa 3R HRd & Ugd dg [H== ot

GBI 361 BI gREMD BT URUMA g1 Ik A | IR A Wl db-id & & o
MAMHRAT BT 3R TH Tl TANT TS |

ST, HXRIT AT ThSH! 3 TRHITeaT & THHTE HRAW AFE ¥ew 3R qd
IUTAY A1 I3 Ay O sidpreHt (TWAS), FHIfew fayfaareay iR difefthera ThaeHt
3T T2 Afed affyes TR T BRIy 3R A Il Ui 31 3= Sl Had,
Ta S Ui AR 3raTs iR RAIER a9 HHA sfaTe S Ufaffd RER fird|

O 31 AT ANTGH & foTT 36 HRT TRBR - TETEH, TaTHNUT 3R TIfqyyor
SR Fared ANTRS G & FH1d faa|

Rren ¥ g W 9 W8

ST . HEINTHS AT AT 736 e 8 o ariore aikacd &1 SRR g1 38
2003 ¥ 2009 I AT e Xgd gU e Hifadl W iy =0 9 &1 foedn| 31
SIVHIUT TR BT had SIBRI DT YA g1, dfeth Siia- o FHY [y 1 Aegd /=1
o1 o defes T & Ty adi gt o1 o Ia g T Tl

gt g A 2020 & Fafor d @

& &3 7 ST HXRRTH BT Y8 Hgdyqul ATar P Rigm Aifd 2020 & w1 & faw
e AfHfd & 3reger o T H g1, fr8 1986 1 AP R it o1 =i feram 2017 #
frgad, I T et I &1 g forar-, e S wR @ g R 9%

A R by, 5w Riefe, a1, IR e iR THer ufafe wnfia 31
TS 2020 # sifaw =0 & 12 39 i ¥ URd &1 M HERIfad s & fow &%
BifdbRI YR U fbT | I GRT Sl - Ghfdd g & fou Wb o1 I fRiafn




T Se- - R &9 g mar, fo umem s T At A 21 Jf 9 & YRd & e SR
caipill

Q&OTF A o favma

Hf Faor § o SeaR, STHRRNTH A Q&S IR BT 3THR o # +f Agaqu
et AUTS | STaTerad He [ayfaenad UNU) & Faradfd & =4 J, 3sH

Q&b IHTAT 3R YR Bl dgral fedT| IgIA Prlcs et HHIRH BT Aqd fobal,
el 31 IRI&D! BT YHDBT B SoM-1aR] b JHBE AT | AR SKICIE Hh TSaies
WIS (NIAS), ST (2004-2009) & R MR Ao Heta fayfaemerg qur

THeMmE et fayfdarag & parfiufy & wu H, I id-favg srwu 3R Afére
AATER B 1A [T | TUTFHA §RT SR 31 ANIGRI = JaTsfi & A TR
BRI o & forg IR fasa

et e o= efg v A 3% RGP ARgTy iR UrfeRie R faar dmfe
SRR 3R X0ifaes EVHI0T B IR I et i ab RTHaRd B &1 ! &
3 78 g forar fob Tt 2020 YR ipfae Tt # fAfed 81 gu 3afye
3THi&N3Hl b1 Ui [T dR |

I § AR B I8 AP e Hifd 2020 I@! GV B Shfdd ¥R & FU |
R et g | fag U 8k Qe THHT & g & U H, 3611 T JHSNUTRA -
HRd &1 i [ I9P Jgarh S9! fawan, Sifge Ierar iR difeat & afd &1
DI &A1 B! TG HRA ¢ |

! Wl BT THH B U, TH 3 SMERN & Ul U TGl GleRId g ol

I T fHar— e o T=IGqHRor ST ALF S, TaaR DI AT [
SMT 3R SIaTHR R DI URad- &1 a6 & © 0 & ¢@-T| SIHWRINT &1 ol gH .
1g feardT 8 s Tt Tea1 GOl &1 I & ATeH ¥ SR S H [Hied g, 3R Sb
ARTEM 3 a1 999 T Ht 8UR UY B UHTRAH HRd g |

Hia: T, ¢ feg, g cgw, ooy sarger f$an, Ef$a Tauy, G Twi 3t
e, g file, Marsst sfear, Tamrsuey




Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan: A Visionary in Science and Education

Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, an eminent scientist, educator, and architect of modern
India’s education reforms left an indelible mark on the two critical pillars of India’s growth:
space exploration and education. Born on October 24, 1940, in Ernakulam, Kerala,
Dr. Kasturirangan’s life was a testament to intellectual rigor, visionary leadership, and an
unwavering commitment to nation-building. As the architect of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, his contributions to education, driven by a vision for holistic, inclusive, and
forward-looking learning, have reshaped India’s educational landscape. Beyond his stellar
achievements in space science, Kasturirangan’s role in education policy formulation and
institutional leadership reflects his commitment to fostering knowledge and innovation for
national development.

Early Life and Scientific Eminence

A prodigious scholar, Dr. Kasturirangan took his Bachelor of Science with Honours and
Master of Science degrees in Physics from Bombay University and received his Doctorate
Degree in Experimental High Energy Astronomy in 1971 working at the Physical Research
Laboratory, Ahmedabad, under the mentorship of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai. As ISRO Chairman
(1994-2003), he spearheaded landmark achievements, including the operationalization of the
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and India’s first lunar mission concept. It was during
Kasturirangan’s time that ISRO embarked on self-reliance and indigenization, which
eventually paid off handsomely in creating in-house capabilities.

Dr. Kasturirangan was the only Indian honorary member and former Vice President of the
International Academy of Astronautics. He held fellowships and honorary titles from global
institutions, including the World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), Cardiff University, and the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences. He received prestigious awards like the Brock Medal, Allan
D Emil Memorial Award, and Theodore von Karman Award.

His scientific acumen earned him India’s highest civilian honours—Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan, and Padma Vibhushan.

Transition to Educational Leadership

Beyond space science, Dr. Kasturirangan recognized education as the cornerstone of societal
progress. He served as a Rajya Sabha member (2003-09), advocating for policy-driven
educational reforms. His holistic vision blended scientific inquiry with humanistic learning,
emphasizing equity, innovation, and interdisciplinary thinking.

Leadership in Formulating the National Education Policy 2020

Dr. Kasturirangan’s most significant contribution to education was his role as the Chairman
of the committee tasked with drafting the NEP 2020, a transformative policy that replaced the
1986 National Policy on Education. Appointed in 2017, he led a nine-member panel through
extensive consultations across grassroots to national levels, engaging teachers, scientists,
industry bodies, and community representatives. The resulting policy, launched in July 2020,
introduced groundbreaking reforms aimed at making India a knowledge superpower. His
emphasis on interconnectedness—Ilinking school to higher education for cohesive learning—
has been widely praised, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauding the policy as a
foundation for 21st-century India.



Academic Stewardship and Legacy

Beyond policy, Kasturirangan’s contributions extended to shaping educational institutions.
As Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), he influenced academic excellence and
governance. He also chaired the Karnataka Knowledge Commission, advocating for teacher
professionalization and comparing their role to that of engineers. His tenure as Director of the
National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bengaluru (2004-2009), and Chancellor of
the Central University of Rajasthan and NIIT University furthered interdisciplinary research
and innovation in education. Kasturirangan’s mentorship of young scientists and educators,
noted by the Prime Minister, inspired a generation to pursue knowledge-driven careers.

Union Education Minister Sh. Dharmendra Pradhan called him an “intellectual titan” and a
guiding light. His ability to translate his scientific rigor and strategic vision from ISRO to
education policy ensured that the NEP 2020 was rooted in India’s cultural values while
addressing global aspirations.

The NEP 2020, now in implementation, stands as a living tribute to his foresight. By bridging
scientific advancement with educational equity, he laid the groundwork for a knowledge-
driven India. Colleagues recall his humility, intellectual generosity, and ability to inspire
generations.

In honouring his memory, we reaffirm our commitment to the ideals he championed—
education as empowerment, innovation as a societal force, and lifelong learning as a journey
of transformation. Dr. Kasturirangan’s life reminds us that true greatness lies in lifting others
through knowledge, and his contributions will continue to illuminate the path toward an
enlightened future.

Sources: ISRO website, The Hindu, Hindustan Times, Business Insider India, Indian
Express, The Times of India, PIB India, NIAS
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