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CBSE/ACAD/DS(MS)/2023 Date: 21.12.2023
Circular No: Acad-138/2023

All the Heads of Schools Affiliated to CBSE
Subject: ‘Veer Baal Diwas’ 2023 —reg.
Dear Principal

As you are aware, the Government of India vide Ministry of Home Affairs notification
n0.17014/2/2022-1S-VII dated 09.01.2022 has decided to commemorate 26" December as
"Veer Baal Diwas" every year to pay homage to the great valour and supreme sacrifice of
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh, the younger sons of tenth Sikh-Guru
Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji, on 26" December 1705, at the tender age of 9 and 6 years
respectively, in their quest for justice.

To commemorate Veer Baal Diwas on 26" December 2023, all the schools are requested to
do the following:

1. Conduct appropriate interactive and participative programs during the run up to the
day to inform and educate the students about the contextualised story of the
exemplary courage of the Sahibzadas. Special assemblies dedicated to the theme
may be held, short films on Veer Baal Diwas may be shown, stories recounting the
valour of the Sahebzadas may be narrated. Students may be encouraged to express
their thoughts on the theme across multifarious platforms such as debates, poems,
essays, paintings etc.

2. Digital exhibitions may also be set up at schools and programs may be organised.
A digital exhibition curated by Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India may be printed in
appropriate size and displayed at a prominent the school premises. The same is
available at https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pZD4I3YVIewKmWF8-
HJR4FLy33be2jhH?usp=sharing. It could also be put on the social media platforms
and shared on the whatsapp groups of teachers and students.

3. An interactive quiz is uploaded on MyGov/ My Bharat portals. The students may be
encouraged to participate in the quiz. The link for same is
https://quiz.mygov.in/quiz/quiz-on-veer-baal-diwas-2023/

4. Suggestive guidelines for commemoration of the event are enclosed for ready
reference at Annexure 1.

5. A brief write-up in English and Hindi regarding the Martyrdom of Sahibzada Zorawar
Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh is enclosed at Annexure 2.

The schools should upload a brief report of the ‘Veer Baal Diwas’ at the following link before
28.12.2023:
https://forms.gle/E8MrN7cR5HxCbhQm48

You are requested to disseminate this information among all the stakeholders and
encourage them to participate in the Veer Baal Diwas programs. For any further information,
the schools may contact Dr. Manjit Singh, Deputy Secretary, CBSE at
manjit.chse@gmail.com

With Best Wishes,

Dr. Joseph Emmanuel
Director (Academics)
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as
indicated below with a request to disseminate the information to all the schools under
their jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet
Singh Marg, New Delhi-16

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area,
Noida-201309

3. The Secretary, Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.

4. The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, New
Delhi-110001

5. The Chairman, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near Doordarshan
Kendra, PO Sainik School Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar, Odhisha-751005

6. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old
Secretariat, Delhi-110 054

7. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160017

8. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim —737101

9. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, ltanagar —791 111

10. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair — 744101

11. The Director of School Education, Ladakh, Room No0.101-102, Ground Floor, Council
Secretariat, Kurbathang, Kargil - Ladakh

12. The Director of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, 3" Floor, B block, Anjaneya
Towers, VTPS Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta, Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh — 521 456

13. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, Community
Centre, Sector -3, Rohini, Delhi

14. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A —Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO,
New Delhi-110001

15. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,
Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

16. DS to Chairperson, CBSE

17. Secretary/ Controller of Examinations/ All Directors, CBSE

18. All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular
to all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions

19. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Under Secretary/ Assistant Secretary, CBSE

20. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE

21. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic Website

22.In-Charge, Library

23. Record File

Director (Academics)
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Annexure 1

SUGGESTIVE GUIDELINES FOR COMMEMORATION OF VEER BAAL DIWAS
(26™ DECEMBER 2023)

Aim of Veer Baal Diwas:
e To pay homage to the courage of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada
Fateh Singh ji, younger sons of Shri Guru Gobind Singh ji, the tenth Guru of
Sikhs.

Time period to mark commemoration:
e Date of Veer Baal Diwas: 26" December, the date on which Sahibzadas
attained martyrdom in 1705.
e In case the schools are on winter break on the date of the Diwas, some
activities including Special Assemblies may be held in the run up to the Day.

Target Stakeholders:
In order to commemorate Veer Baal Diwas on 26™ December, 2023 and to
facilitate participation of students, a few suggestive low/zero-cost, high visibility
activities are given below which can be undertaken by schools as per their
suitability.

Objectives of Suggestive Activities:

e To create awareness about the sacrifice of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and
Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji, younger sons of Shri Guru Gobind Singh ji, the
tenth Guru of Sikhs.

e To enable students to acquire the qualities of sacrifice, courage,
steadfastness, confidence, mindfulness, and others as exhibited by the
Sahibzadas.

Suggestive Activities
1. Awareness Generation Activities.
2. Literary Activities.
3. Art Activities.
4. Ongoing Activities to imbibe the qualities exhibited by Sahibzada Zorawar
Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji in the students.

1. Awareness Generation Activities:
Awareness about the sacrifice and courage of the Sahibzadas can be created
using any of the following means:

a. Display of digital exhibition on the theme at a prominent place in schools.

b. Showcasing of animated movie on Sahibzadas “Chaar Sahibzaade’
(available in Punjabi, Hindi and English).

c. Narrating the Story of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh
Singh ji to the students addressing the themes of sacrifice, courage,
respect and responsibility.

d. Reading of Comic Books on Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada
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Fateh Singh ji.

Inviting Experts in the area to deliver talks.

Conducting Special Assemblies wherein the students can be informed
about the lives of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh

ji.

(D

2. Literary Activities:

Once the students are aware about the courage and sacrifice of Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji, students may be asked to:

a. Students to be encouraged to participate in interactive quiz being hosted

on My Gov/ My Bharat portals in max numbers.
b. Write an essay.
c. Recite or write a Poem on their sacrifice, courage, and other values learnt
from their lives.

d. Identify similar acts of courage and narrate it to other students in the
class.

Create a map of major events in their lives.

Create a story board on major events in their lives.

Write an inspiring short story about an imaginary character who stood
courageously against all challenges and adversities.

Express their admiration and gratitude towards Sahibzada Zorawar Singh
ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji through a 1 minute talk.

Attempt motivating word games.

Identify and write about the values which they learnt from the lives of the
Sahibzadas and how they can incorporate them in their own lives.
k. Talk or write about the difficult situation (s) they may come across and

what they would do when faced with such situations and way.

5 @

SR,

3. Art Activities:

Art activities may also be organised for the students once they are quite
aware about Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji.
Students may be asked /guided to:

a. Create a wall of appreciation on which they can hang Thank You Cards
made by them to express their gratitude towards the sacrifice done by the
Sahibzadas. The cards can be addressed to Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji
and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji.

b. Make Promise Cards wherein they can make a promise to the Sabibzadas.

c. Make Sahibzadas Themed New Year Calendar (as the new year will be
around).

Culmination of Activities
The occasion may be used to honour the brave act exhibited by any of the
student (s) of the school.
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4. Ongoing Activities to imbibe the qualities exhibited by Sahibzada Zorawar
Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji in the students.

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji exhibited
confidence, steadfastness and courage in the face of tyranny. They
were also able to speak up and stand tall against all odds. In order to
make our children confident enough so that they can express
themselves and ask questions, speak fearlessly in front of other
people /large audience; they can be engaged in such activities in which
they are interested and feel confident.

Apart from above qualities, Sahibzadas exhibited the qualities of
respecting your parents, standing by your faith, being brave and
fearless. Schools can devise such activities which can be integrated
across the other curricular activities and which focus on imbibing
these qualities in our children.
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Annexure 2

Martyrdom of Four Sahibzadas

"Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh™

The history of the Sikhs and of Punjab is incomplete without an honourable and sombre
mention of the martyrdom of the four ‘Sahibzadas’, the younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh,
the tenth Sikh Guru.

The word ‘Sikh’ in Punjabi originates from the Sanskrit word ‘Shishya’, which translates to
‘learner’ or ‘disciple’. The Sikhs, as a community, embody the spirit of discipleship and
follow the path laid down by the revered gurus, from Guru Nanak Dev ji to Guru Gobind
Singh ji. These gurus played a pivotal role in uniting and empowering the people of northern
India in particular.

While a martial tradition took root within the Sikh philosophy at a slightly later stage, even
Guru Nanak Dev ji, the founder of Sikhism, was a revolutionary figure in both religious and
social spheres. He rejected the divisions and inequalities perpetuated by the caste system and
orthodox social conventions, proclaiming the equality of all individuals. His teachings laid
the foundation for a more inclusive and egalitarian society.

Moving forward, Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Guru of the Sikhs, often referred to as the
Saint-Soldier, was a culmination of the spiritual light that began with Guru Nanak, and the
martial tradition that some of his predecessors had encouraged and honed.

In his youth, he immersed himself in self-education and was deeply influenced by the belief
that God sent saviours to uphold righteousness and combat evil. He felt a personal calling.
And with the establishment of the Khalsa — literally, the ‘pure’, an embodiment and
codification the Sikh identity - Guru Gobind Singh aimed to create a community of the
fearless and selfless.

However, the rulers of the time perceived him as a threat to their authority. After his twelfth
battle against some of the tyrannic rulers of the times, he was compelled to leave his home
base in Anandpur. This was upon receiving a promising message from the rulers that if the
Guru evacuated Anandpur, the fighting would cease, and he and his Sikhs would be
unharmed.

But it was a play of deceit. The Guru and his contingent had barely ventured forth when they
were waylaid by those who had assured them of a secure departure.

In a valiant stand, Ajit Singh, the eldest son of the Guru, led the rear-guard against the
relentless pursuers. Udai Singh, a warrior of exceptional valour renowned in numerous
battles, also took command, holding the enemy at bay, finally succumbing to the uneven
struggle. Meanwhile, the Guru reached the swollen Sirsa stream amid a chilling winter,
attempting a perilous crossing.
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Pressed by the relentless pursuit, the contingent scattered in the harrowing cold night. Some
Sikhs lost their lives in the icy waters, while the survivors dispersed. The Guru's mother,
Mata Gujri, along with his younger sons Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, fortuitously met
Gangu, an old household servant, who pledged to guide them safely to his village.
Simultaneously, a loyal Sikh from Delhi offered to lead the Guru's wife to safety. The Guru's
party dwindled to forty Sikhs and his two elder sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh.

Hotly pursued by troops bolstered by reinforcements from Delhi, as well as local chieftains
eager for any chance to attack, the Guru sought refuge in a mud-walled house in the village of
Chamkaur. He orchestrated the defence, dividing his small force to cover each side of the
improvised fortress. Alam Singh and Man Singh took sentinel roles, while the Guru, his sons,
and warriors Daya Singh and Sant Singh, positioned themselves on the top floor.

As the advancing massive army encircled the village tightly, an epic struggle commenced,
pitting the forty against a multitudinous horde. The imperial army attempted to scale the
house's walls but faced resolute resistance. By nightfall, only five Sikhs remained, the lone
survivors of the valiant warriors.

Faced with a seemingly hopeless situation, the survivors made a resolution, urging the Guru
to leave Chamkaur for the sake of the Khalsa's future. Reluctantly, the Guru yielded.

Sant Singh and Sangat Singh chose to stay in the fortress, while Daya Singh, Dharam Singh,
and Man Singh accompanied the Guru. Evading the besieging troops, the Guru emerged from
the fortress, extinguishing the night torches with a shower of arrows, creating chaos and
allowing his escape. The battle resumed in the morning, and the two Sikhs holding the
fortress rained arrows on the encircling army. However, the Mughal soldiers scaled the walls,
decapitating Sant Singh and his companion, only to discover the absence of Guru Gobind
Singh.

The Battle of Chamkaur, occurring on December 7, 1705 prompted Guru Gobind Singh to
reflect in a subsequent letter to Aurangzeb in Persian. He expressed the futile struggle of forty
famished men against a large force. Despite engaging in combat, the Sikhs valiantly went
forth in batches of five, accepting certain death. The poignant moments arose when the
Guru's sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh, begged to court death, which the Guru granted.

In the group led by Ajit Singh, Alam Singh stood out, along with other martyrs like Mohkam
Singh, Sahib Singh, and Himmat Singh. The Guru's sons displayed extraordinary courage,
causing significant destruction before succumbing. Ajit Singh impaled many enemies with
his spear, while Jujhar Singh tore through the Mughal army like a crocodile in a stream.

The Subedar of Lahore, frustrated by the havoc wrought by the small Sikh groups, attempted
to storm the fortress but retreated under a barrage of arrows. The Sikhs, despite their
whizzing arrows and tumultuous battle, faced insurmountable odds.

The Battle of Chamkaur claimed the lives of two of Guru Gobind Singh's four sons in a
single day. Near Sirhind, within a week, the Guru's remaining sons, not yet in their teens,
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faced the executioner's sword with equal courage, also facing deceit. Gangu, entrusted with
the Guru's younger sons and their grandmother after the calamitous Sirsa crossing, betrayed
their trust. Accompanying him to his village, Saheri, the unsuspecting wards followed,
finding hospitality in his home. However, Gangu, driven by deceit, stole from Mata Gujari's
belongings and feigned ignorance, casting blame on others, when confronted.

Protesting vehemently, Gangu informed the village headman of Guru Gobind Singh's family
in his house. Together, they sought a handsome reward from the chief of Morinda for
divulging such valuable information. The chief, eager to have important hostages, took the
Guru's children and mother into custody, eventually handing them over to Nawab Wazir
Khan of Sirhind.

The prisoners of Sirhind, who had led expeditions against the Guru, were confined in a tower
of the fort. On December 9, 1705 the Guru's sons were summoned to appear before Wazir
Khan. The grandmother found it painful to part with her grandsons, but Zorawar Singh urged
them to face the inevitable. In court, the young boys boldly greeted with ‘Wahguru ji ka
Khalsa, Wahguru ji ki Fateh’, astonishing everyone. Sucha Nand, a minister, informed
them of their family's fate and advised to convert faith for survival.

Zorawar Singh's resolute response emphasized their upbringing to bow before God and the
Guru alone. Rejecting conversion, they faced the wrath of Wazir Khan, who promised
leniency, estates, and noble marriages if they converted their faith. Unyielding, the brothers
asserted they sought neither wealth nor position, willing to forfeit their lives but not their
faith. Wazir Khan ordered them to a prison cell, later bricking them up in a wall alive. Both
laid their lives but were unshakeable in their faith.

Todar Mal, a wealthy merchant, arrived too late to pay ransom for the release of Guru Gobind
Singh's children. He broke the tragic news to Mata Gujari, who, consumed with anxiety
during those tormenting days, fell into a swoon, from which she never recovered.

The martyrdom of 'Sahibzadas' has no parallel in human history. To pay tribute to such
unprecedented martyrdom of the Sahibzadas of the tenth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh Ji, 26
December is celebrated as "Veer Bal Diwas".

The sacrifice of the Guru's young sons remains a poignant and morally uplifting testament to
their unwavering faith and courage.

"Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh"
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TedY AT @t 3R 3 & 93 Jei, 3reiia R 3R SR Rie a@ © 73]

feoell & 3T AT & AIY-HTY FoeT & T o 3aeR & fIT Scge FATAT TEGRT gRT a7l & dre
fepT STt W, I[% Sft & THDR 91 A Teh RS Y Qar arel &) # ROT ol | @i cdAlcehlforeh fehel & T
T&T oY e el o ferw el SNt AT ot [aenfSid e gu, a7 i caaen | e e 3R A e a
Ul I IfHeRT AHTS, STeIfeh L%, e ¢ 3R gt A g 3R ad g d ge & MY Afder W dara
fema|

hTel FTeeil o FAT Fecl g5 faRmer @1 Il 1 &Y forgm| Ferday Y& g3, forwst arelie oot & v
IR VAT T JTHAT HIAT UST| QTR T o TR Y E1aRT hr sy 1 gy fhar aifher 38 &2 ufader &r
HTHAT SHIAT UST| Il Tl ofeh, eherel Urar 8@ a2 &, SiY Telgl Agr3it & § 3rehel Shfad a<r |

ST o< oliail & Teh Hebed foram 3T 7% St & WIerdT Uy & #iqsT & Wil THHN Sigel Bl 31 b
Aol 8 3R Gt e & el 3 Tear g, Sidies e g, wat [g 3R @ [&e a3 oft & ary o) ol gg
VAT S T & [T SN 3d ol UR g fohel T a1 fAehel, IRT 6T dtoR 8§ Td 6 AT ot 11 7| gore
378 T YF g% 3R vl X oot StemTw 3 7 Rt o fordt 8 Brem ox o oy anfieer &2 &1 eraltfen, agerer
e SRt uX e v 3R T g 3R 37 |red a1 R s @ 3rerer T fem|

7 f&daR, 1705 &l §8 THBR 1 31S & dle; I[@ S gRT BRET # 3RITs1d &l e a7 SThATeT ATe & Teh
77 W faR A & fow aRa fear| seeia v a2, a1 & faes arehd i@ &ert & foRds dav ot
faear & =aeh foha|

g A AHS Bl & drarele, Fw AR g &Y TR ad gu, deigll & urd & Hefg # 31T 9¢| A
&T0T 79 31T ST I[% & AT, e e 3R IR [T gg 3 TRear ofe & 3mmei Al 58 7% S J AT X
form|

31Sid T8 & Aged arel g H Algend [, Arfed e 3R ReAd [T o 317 il & a1y e &g o
T2 A % b YA A HTYROT J&H BT UGN fhAr 3R gJhal § Ugel AgcaqoT faarer fran| sl g a
U AT § &S A3 AT Ul A 1SN, STaIfeh SR T o el YAl &1 A H HINHATS bl e BIS STl |

e & GIeR o, BIe faw@ Faggl gRT b 770 et F fAer gt el WX 41aT aiera &1 gard fohd, afdhe
T T dSR & HROT I de e MU [HeFEl P 30l HATHAD ART IR TP 575 & drdolg gare a3t
T HIHAT HIAT UST| THDN T T3S A Teh & [T H 7% Mg ffg & IR g 7 § & 6 S o |
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(Frear T=TTerr, TR B 3 3Tefi Ueh T |iTe)
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gy

WEe & urd, T GaTe & MR, 7% & AW GET o, S 31T Reenuraear # i a7 9, gred & 9y Sedllg H
JeldR &1 FIAAT fohar, a1 & ard & off e foham| a9y, o faafige’t faar ar e & a1¢ 7% & oI
Jet 3R st grér @1 foresiary JitY 718 o, F et e f&2m| 7y & ATaT e & FEe gu form 3R
feRIe e WX gERt WX 2lW FHed §U 3T_ATAdT &1 Aeeh fhar|

Ii9] 2 7% Mfeie e & oRar & IR #F g & G F FIar & | @ &, sl AN F gy F 0@
TEHET SITADRT Uehe A & TIT Teh TST SATH HINT| Hecayol Ui &l 30 U T8 & T scgeh
AT A 7% & gl 3N A B /OHT A o fora 3R 3da: 3¢ @i F Fard aoik @i 1 @i &2

9 fGHeR, 1705 @ I[% Mfdg flE & &l Pl iR Wi & A1 UL g & fw gerrm I:1| grér &t 30
U -G & 37797 1T gEe oM, ofehed SIRTR 8% & 3o TR o1 ATHAT & & [T Uieanied fomar|
SR 3 JaT FTSh! F Fredyde ' dTeI[S ST Dl WIerdT, dTedld S &l e dedl GHT Bl IJTafhd &
2T v F A, gear g A 3¢ 396 TRAR & 9T & ar F garr 3R AT T & v 9o agea H
elte &I

SIRTR 8% & €6 Ufdfhar & fe@ran &5 3efdh Ureled-UIWoT # thalel HITT 3R I & HIHA Febel [H@mT
T & | 97 aRada #r 3ENPR Fa U, 3o¢ doiR WIeT & shI< T [IHAT AT UsT| 31T, o7zt & SR
o el foh I T a1 9= Tred § 3R J & Ug, I 3T ST I7a1e Y IR & oA fohed 37T Yo7 6T | IoiR @i o
3¢ Siel &Y DIl # de A BT e e, arg | 3¢ fSier Jar & gear fe7m| et A el S ¢ &
rfehel 30T ¥ W 37edl e |

eI #Hel, Teh Yl AU, % anfdle [ & areat 1 Rers & forw i & o forw agd &3 & ugd | 5=¢i
AT Y T e AR FAT, ST 3 Nererden &A1 & SR foiar & T elet Jgier & 18, fored @
el ZaX AL US| ST Hel A Hifgaoral 3R AT IR & &8 FEBR & oIt Aed & [erpi & ager THA
T |

AT Sferd F Hfeasial H AT BT HIS Tl A8 &1 GHI I[F, I% Mg &g SN & Afeeraar Hr odr
HHAYG 2MeTed Dl gl &t & forw, 26feHR " IR a1eT fead &0 F FAAAT AT R |

I[% e F8E & gar Qi o1 aforare e 31ge e 3N ATed @1 T ATfdre 3R Afded T & scaraary
THATOT &

"' TGILT i T WTerHT, ATSILE Sl T Bele”
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