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CBSE/DIR (ACAD)/2021                                                                     29th July, 2021 
Circular No. Acad- 57/2021 

 
All the Heads of Schools Affiliated to CBSE 
 
Subject: CBSE-Structured Assessment for Analyzing Learning (SAFAL) for 
Grades 3, 5 and 8 
 
Dear Principals,  
 
Para 4.40 of the  National Education Policy 2020  recommends that for the benefit of 
students, parents, teachers, principals, and the entire schooling system in planning 
improvements to schools and teaching-learning processes, all students will take 
school examinations in Grades 3, 5, and 8 which would test achievement of basic 
learning outcomes, through assessment of core concepts along with relevant higher-
order skills and application of knowledge in real-life situations, rather than rote 
memorization. 
 
In this context, CBSE launches Structured Assessment for Analyzing Learning 
(SAFAL), a competency based assessment for Grades 3, 5 and 8 to assess the 
progress of foundational skills and basic learning outcomes/competencies 
among students. SAFAL, as a diagnostic assessment, will provide developmental 
feedback to schools and teachers to improve teaching-learning without additional 
examination pressure on students. It has been designed to help  students, parents, 
and teachers to track learning progress throughout the school years and not just in 
Grades 10 and 12. SAFAL results will not be used in any manner by schools for 
promotion of students to the next grade.  
 
The key  features of  the  assessment are  outlined in the SAFAL video 
http://cbseacademic.nic.in/safal_video.html and   the  details of  the  assessment  
are illustrated in the SAFAL handbook 
http://cbseacademic.nic.in/web_material/Manuals/Safal_handbook.pdf 

SAFAL will be conducted on a pilot basis in CBSE schools for students in Grades 3, 
5 and 8 during the academic year 2021-22, in key curricular areas of Language, 
Mathematics, and EVS/Science. CBSE invites affiliated schools to participate in 
SAFAL 2021-22. The details on the assessment and registration for SAFAL in will be 
released on CBSE website in due course of time.  

Your active participation in SAFAL is required to give an impetus to transform 
education to be competency-based.  

With best wishes, 

       
 

 Dr. Joseph Emmanuel 
 Director (Academics) 
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and 
Institutions as indicated below with a request to disseminate the information 
to all the schools under their jurisdiction: 

 
1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, 

Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-16 
2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional 

Area,  Noida201309 
3. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 

Old  Secretariat, Delhi-110 054 
4. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, 

Sector 9,  Chandigarh-160017 
5. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim –737101 
6. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar –791 

111 
7. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair – 744101 
8. The Director of Education, S.I.E., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O. 

744103, A&N Island 
9. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, Community  

Centre, Sector -3, Rohini, Delhi 
10. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A –Wing, Sena Bhawan, 

DHQ,  PO, New Delhi-110001 
11. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building 

No. 202,Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010 
12. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this 

circular to  all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective 
Regions 

13. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Assistant Secretary/SPS / Analyst, CBSE 
14. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE 
15. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic 

Website 
16. In-Charge, Library 
17. The Head (Media & Public Relations), CBSE 
18. DS to Chairman, CBSE 
19. SPS to Secretary, CBSE 
20. SPS to Director (Academics), CBSE 
21. SPS to Director (Information Technology), CBSE 
22. SPS to Controller of Examinations, CBSE 
23. SPS to Director (Training and Skill Education), CBSE 
24. SPS to Director (Professional Examinations), CBSE 
25. SPS to Director (CTET), CBSE 
26. SPS to Director (EDUSAT), CBSE 
27. Record File 

 
 

Director (Academics) 
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